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EXPERIENCE OF
A LIFETIME

“It's a very great honour - a once
in a lifetime experience we never
dreamed we would have.”
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BC HISTORY OF NURSING SOCIETY

THE HARD-TO-FIND "REPORT OF THE
STUDY COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH”

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE

Diana Bright, Lynne Esson, Beth Fitzpatrick (Chair), MNaomi Miller
Ethel Warbinek, Sheila Zemr

The BC Hiziory of Nursing Soclety Newsletter Is published 4 Hmes
per vear. Submizsions are welcome. Deadline for the Winter [ssue is
November 15, 2009 Pleave send sulwnizsions o Beth Fiizparick:
bethfitz3 2i@shaw.ca
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President's
Message

BY KATHY MURFPHY, PRESIDENT

A the trees turn cobour and the temperature cools, the activity begins again. Many
members were kept busy through the summer months working on variows projects but cur
Septernber meeting was devoted 1o highlights only and then a more detailed look at our
current goals was undertaken,
= The new constitution and by-laws were reviewed: The new membership titles ane being

used and the roles of the Directors/Officers were Clearly stated.
« The Committee structure required some discussion. Given the limited people resources,
o MEM BERS some activities may have 1o have more emphasis than others,

WERE KEPT BUSY SUGGESTED STRUCTURE:

THROUGH THE e | |
S U M M ER MDNTH 5 2] Archives which will include Biography, Oral History, Memaorial Book

Nominations
EEEEH\IID U S 3} Communications which will Include the Website, Newsletter, Pages of Histony,
Pubficaticns, Displays {cases and conferences), Networking with other groups,

PROJECTS” Programs.

4) Ad Hoc: Parks Canada Mominations, Speaking engagements,

+ The development of the virtual musewm will continue under the website,

= Several ideas were discussed regarding the increasing of the membership by 20%. One was to try and develop some group
interest in communities outside the lower mainfand.

= Monitoring the results of attendance at events will be considened as a basis as to where resounces will be used kn future.

= Fund Raksing ks an angolng concern.

Ideas that were sent in were also discussed, It is undersiood that members who don’t live in the metro Vancouver area
are limited in thedr involvernent due to distance so alternate methods need to be considered. Please don't hesitate 1o send in

suggestions that include a budget as well!

A lunchason program is being planned for Saturday, Mov, 14, 2009 so refer to the details in the newsletter.

MARE CHEQUE O TO BRC HISTORY OF NURSING SOCTETY

SEND TO 10095 NO.5 ROAD, RICHMOND, BC, VTA 4F4

BSVP BY NOV I2TH! LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL!




Editor's Desk

BY ETHEL WARBINEK, EDITOR

It is always a pleasure to write about members who have been recognized for
thelr contributiens to nursing and to the commanity. Rose Murakamd and her brother
Richard. were chasen by the Japanease community to be presented to the Emperar and
Ernpress of lapan at Government House in Victorla during their visit in July. They were
selected for their generous gift of half an acre of land wiorth 51.2 million to help build
Salt Springs’ first affordable housing project. An article on the Murakarmi Gardens on
Salt Spring Island was featured in the Cctober 2008 kssue

An article in the July issue of the UBC School of Nursing touchpoints describes
the remarkable career of Irene Goldstone; especially her work In HWPAIDS care at 5t
Paul’s Hospital and is reproduced in this newsletter,

A book review by Macmi Miller on the life of Major Matthews, the first anchivist
for the City of Vancouver Archives ks of interest as his second wife, Emily Edwardes was
o 1904 graduate of Yancouver General Hospital, Emily was honoured by the Major
who designed and commissioned the beautiful stained glass window at Christ Church

Cathedral in Vancouver. A note card featuring the window is avallable for sale from the ]
B C. History of Nursing Society. PLEASE CGNTINUE
Man Martins article - Portrait of Nursing Sister Jean Matheson, provides Tﬂ SEND IN
background information on the painting of Jean Matheson which hung in the lobby of YG U R N WS
the Jean Matheson Pavilion at Shaughnessy Hospital, It was removed when the building SUBMISSIONS A HE
was remodelled. Man describes the happy ending with the return of the portrait.
Hope to see you at the Lunch on November 145, The speaker is our very own ALWAYS WELCD ME'
Genelle Leifso,

Please continue to send in your news. Submissions are always welcome.
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2009 MARION WOODWARD LECTURE

HOW NURSES ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE TO THE HEALTH OF POPULATIONS: LESSONS
FROM THE FRONT LINES OF CARE

Guest speaker Dr. Mancy Bdwards, a nurse and epidemiobogist, Is the Scientific Director of the CIHR Institute of Population
and Public Health. She is also an active member of the University of Ottawa as a Professor of Nursing, Director of the Community
Health Research Unit, and Principal Schentist with the Institune of Population Health.,

Using examgples of programs and research from Canada and abroad, Dr. Edwards will highlight Innovations being Introduced
by nurses to improve the health of populations, She will discuss the critical role of all nurses in strengthening health care systems and
reducing health inequities.

YOLU ARE INVITED, BLIT PLEASE RSVE

= Time: 7:00 pm with reception to follow

*  LiwInstitute, Unhversity of British Columbila

= 5476 NW Marine Drive, Vancouver

= To R5VP: (604] 822-1409 or ONRTS@nursing.ubc.ca

= WIAMWNURSING UBC CA/RESEARCH/MAARION WOODDWARD LECTUREHTM
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R RN AR ARG
(1872-1938)

BY NAN MARTIN, MEMBER-AT-LARGE

Jean Matheson was a dedicated Canadian career nurse of the early 1900s, whose
rodes as a nursing leader and particularly a5 a Mursing Sister during and following the First
Wiorld War deserve recognition. She received the Mons Medal, theVictory Medal, the Royal
Red Cross, and the King George Jubilee Medal for her wartime service, An early expert in
the nurskng of tubercubosls patbents, much of her warking life was devoted to caring for
veterans at Shaughnessy Military Hospital, As Matron there from 1919 to her retirement
I 1937, she was much loved by patients and staff. She died in Winnlpeg in Apeil, 1938, In
accord with her wishes, she was buried in the Soldiers’ plot at Mountain View Cematery,
Vancouver, to be near “her boys ™ - veterans who had died at Shaughnessy,

In 1944, a building was erected at Shaughnessy Hospital to howse weterans
returning from the Second Waorld War who suffered from tuberculosis, In recognition of
her role in caring fior tuberculosis veterans, it was namsed the Jean Matheson Memsorial
Pavilicn and a portrait of Miss Matheson Inuniform was hung in the entrance lobbsy.
The Pavilion chosed in 1994 and in 2006 was remodeled to become the Mental Health Unit
of BCWormen's and Children's Hospital/Health Centre, Despite protests, Jean Matheson's
name and the portrait were remowved from the bullding.,

The BC History of Mursing Society wished to recognize Miss Matheson's
achlewements and, having recently obtained the partrait, searched for an appropriate
place to display it, Glennis Zilm and | are pleased to rapaort that the portrait now hangs
in the reception area of Brock Fahrni Pavilion - 150 bed residential care facility under the administration of Providence Health
Care. The Pavilion was ballt in 1983 on Shaughnessy Military Hospital site to house veterans wio were moved out of the old Jean
Matheson Memaorial Pavilion, Although only 29% of the residents are veterans, the administration welcomed the portrait, so now
Miss Matheson's spirit remains on the old Shaughnessy site where, as Matron, she cared for the veterans expertly and lovingly
froem 1919 1o 1937, Ms. Marion Briggs, Site Leader, was very helpful in arranging this. | have contacted Veterans Affairs Canada (BC
branch) requesting their assistance in the purchase of a small plague to be placed beside the portrait,

Coour Reproduction by Steffans Colrmer Studio Vancowver BC (noted photographers of the twenties)
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CAHN 2010 ANNUAL MEETING: june18-20,2010 WINNIPEG

"*CONTINUITIES, CONTINGENCIES & FAULT LINES: NURSING 100 YEARS AFTER NIGHTINGALE".

A century after her death, Florence Nightingale continues to cast a long shadow over the History
of Mursing, especially in the English-speaking world, where the Rightingale narrative long served as a basls
for assertions of a universal body of knowledge and a unitary sphere of practice that justified nursing's
professional claims, In the last quarter century, howewer, historians have increasingly turned thelr attention
to illuminating the diversity of nursing practitioners, the contingency of nursing practice, and nursing's
location within social, national and imperial projects.

The Canadlan Association for the History of Nursing & plessed 1o apnounce “Continuities,
Contingencies and Fault Lines: Nursing 100 Years After Mightingale® as the title theme for its 3010 Annual
Meeting. The Program Committee [nvites proposals for papers which explore the diversity of practitioners
wiho have performed caring work and laid claim to the title nurse’; the nature of thelr practices; and theways in
which ideas about nursing have been challenged, transformed, dissolved and reconstituted across space and
tirm. Abstracts on other Bopics are also welcome, Abstracts must be received by February 15, 2010, For further

information visit the conference web-site at: WWW.UMANITOBA CANURSING/CAHNCONFERENCE 2010

B.C. HISTORY OF NURSING SOCIETY VOL 20 | ISSUE 3 | OCTORER 2007
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RAISING THE BAR:

LEADERSHIP HISTORY IN HIV/AIDS CARE

“ONE OF THE UNIQUE THINGS ABOUT HIV IS THAT
PATIENTS AND PROVIDERS ARE NOT MUTUALLY
EXCLUSIVE ENTITIES; WE COLLABORATE TO SUPPORT
THE RESEARCH, EDUCATION, TREATMENT AND CARE
PEOPLE NEED ONCE THEY ARE INFECTED, AND TO
ADVOCATE FOR THE PREVENTION OF INFECTION.

Irene is a long standing member of the B.C. History of Nursing Society.
Re-printed with permission from Touchpoints July 2009.

WWIW BCNUSINGHISTORY.CA
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ROYAL COLUMBIAN
HOSPITAL LOOKING FOR
YOUR HISTORY

A subgroup of the Royal Columbian Hospital Alemnae is producing a history book of their School of Nursing. It will focus
on the student nurses life told by those who lived it, This is a request to all RCH Alumnae to contact one of the following with their
stories and memaoirs.

Bernice Rolls  Phone 504-462-7303 Betty Archer Phone 604-585-6453
Marie Bensley  E-mall  jimbensley@shaw.ca Pauline Dunn  E-mall  fpdunn@shawca
Myrna Bloch E-mail myrmablochi@shaw.ca Elaine Olson E-mail aeolsond@telus.net
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ISTORY OF NURSING
IFR SNRSN

Tina Bates has been working on the history of nursing uniforms which Is now taking her towards the end of
the twentieth century, 3he is trying to trace the demise of the white uniform and the introduction of scrubs. If you have
thoughts on this she would be very interested In hearing from you and would appreciate answers 1o the following ques-
thans,

01. When did nursing students begin to wear their own choice of a white uniform as cpposed to a prescribed uniform?
032, Where did they get them?

03, When did nursing students give up wearing white unifarms, and what did they wear instead? _.
04, Who made the decision that they could wear alternative clothing and wiw? x " I,'
03. When and where did nurses begin to wear scrubs? 'ﬁ' ¥
(6. Was there some type of clothing that preceded scrubs?

07.  Were they proscribed or could they wear whatever they liked?
(8. Why scrubs?

09,  Doesyour hospital have a dress code?

TINA BATES, CURATOR, ONTARKDY HISTORY
Canadian Museum of Clvilization

100 Lawriar

Gatineau, Quebec K14 DMB

819 776-8362, fax B19 FF6-8300

e-mall christina bates@eivilization.ca

B.C HISTORY OF MUERSING SOCIETY
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Memlber
News

SHEILA YEOMANS, VICTORIA - has a MA in History. The title of her

thesis: “Delivery of Medichne to the Northwest Region of BC (1860-19601", Anyone

interested in sharing research is invited o contact her by phone 250-381-5939 or

email at s.yeomansi@shaw.ca

TINA BATES (OTTAWA) - Remains curater of the Canadian Nursing History
Collection at the Canadian Museum of Civilization. Projects have included the

“TRINITY WESTERN
HAS APPROVED A
NEW HISTORY OF

NURSING COURSE"

Canadian Mursing History Collection Online, a database devoted to the collections at
the Canadian Museum of Civilization and the Canadian War Museum: the book, On
el Frantlers: Four Centuries of Canadian Nursing; and an exhibition, A Caring Profession: Centuries of Nursing in Conada (2005-6). She

currenthy writing a history of the nurse’s uniform.

BARBARA OWEN, VICTORIA -*1 am an active member of the Royal Jubilee Hospital Nursing Alumnae Association and on
the Pemberton Chapel Restoration Committes (chair for 10 years) and still imvolved with the Chapel operations and In the Archives
(RIHSHAA) in the lower level of the chapel. Thank you for all you are dolng to preserve nursing history”

SONYA GRYPMA SENT THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE. Trinity Western University had approved a new History
of Murslng course (elective) for undergraduate students, commencing September 200%. The couwrse is cross-listed, meaning that
students can take it for either Nursing or History course credits, and it has been approved for students taking a Gender Studies
minar, The idea is to have the course available to as wide a range of students as possible, 3onya is an Associate Professord School of

Mursing. Trinity Western Undversity, Langley BC

CORRECTION = Royal Jubilee contact email is bbjohnson not bbjohson
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Rememlbering

BERNADET RATSOY - 1936-2009

Well-known nursing leader, Bernadet Ratsoy, passed away
peacefully in the Palliative Care Department of 5t. Paul's Hospital
on October 2nd, 2009, The majority of her professional career was
at 5t. Paul's Hospital where she worked as staff nurse, head nurse
in the newboarn nursery, clinical instructor and later, Directon Ve of
Mursing. From 1991-2002 she was Assoclate Dean of the School of
Health Sciences at BOIT where she introduced the baccalaureate
program in nursing. “Bernde® was active professionally, serving as
RMABC president 1983-85. Toread more of the life of this remarkabie
wornan, visit the UBC School of Nursing web site at: www, nursing.
ubsc.caffbout Us/AlumniStories

WWW. RCNUSINGHISTORY.CA

MURIEL DOWN
DECEMEBER 31, 1925-JUNE 22, 2009

Muriel was born In Morth Bay, Ontario and graduated
from Tosonto East General Hospital School of Nursing in 1947,
Followling graduation she did prvate duty nursing in Nerth Bay
and later in Rochester NY. In 1950 she joined the RCAF, and said
"My air force experience was the most inspirational experience of
my single life as far as my career is concerned” For the next two
years Muriel was invalved in para rescue. A that time there was
a severe epldemic of polio and she was asked to take charge of
the evacustion of patients. The Rescue Station was at Sea Ishand,
where she was stationed, Patients were transported by air using
a portable respirator. She recalled transporting a WaH graduate
from Vernon to the polio ward atWGH. Muriel rmarried in 1952 and
"weas fired from her job’, She was a member of our group for several
years, attended events, offering encouragement and support.

For mone information on Muriels air force experience, check
the Oral History Tape: OH #1435, (Ocrober 19900 Interviewer MNing
Rumen, Tape available ot CANBC Library,
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THE MAN WHO SAVED VANCOUVER:
MAJOR JAMES SKITT MATTHEWS

BY DAPHME SLEIGH, HERITAGE HOUSE 2008, 223 PAGES PB
BY NAOMI MILLER

James Matthews was born in'Wales in 1878, mowed to New Zealand at age 9, attending
many schools because of family moves and started work in 1893, His parents moved to South
America in 18497 leaving him alone. James fell in love with Maud Boscawen and the couple
decided to emigrate to Morth America, James travelled alone and settled in Vancouver, They
were reunited In Movernber 1898 but were unable to get married because James was under
21. Special dispensation allowed the marriage in January. Twin boys were delivered by Sister
Frances at 5t Luke's Home on Cordova Street in June 1899 and another son, Hugh, was born
in 1900. Fortunately, James had a decent job with imperial Ofl. The farily lived In a serles of
rented homes.

Ralsimg three young children was stressful enowgh for Maude and an additional stress
cocurred when lames becamee ill with typhoid fever. He was a patient in the solation Ward of
City Hospital at Cambie and Pender Streets from June to September 1902, A nurse, Miss Emily
Edwardes was his favourite and they would meet again in 1920,

I March 1903 lames joined the Duke of Connaughts Own Rifles and became a
weekend soldier, He was often away from home on busingss as Imperial 0il sent him to arrange
newy facilities in Penticton, Vernan, Victoria and Prince Rupert. In 1910 he further expanded his
connections by becoming & member of the Masonic Lodge. James occasionally took the family

cover of ffee book.

WhenWW I commenced James was still a reserve soldier, He hesitated to sign for overseas
duty until imperial Qil promised half pay for families left behind, He sailed from Halifax
in Jume 1916, was wounded at the front in October, and invalided home in January 1917,
Later he assumed light duties across Canada and then back in Enghand and was officially
discharged in lanuary 1918, When he returned to his Vancouver home Maud announced
shee wias leaving and moved out in four hours o live with another man. Pleas and attempts
for reconcillation were unsuccessful. The Major, as he was now referred to, and his younger
son Hugh were left to fend for themselves.

Then in May 1920 James met a familiar face at 5t Pauls Hospital - Emily Eliza
Edwardes his favorite nurse during his 1902 illness. Following her graduation in 1904 from
Vancouwer City Hospltal she lefi for Mew York where she worked in the Brookhmn Eye, Ear,
Mose and Throat Hospital first in the operating room, then as Lady Superintendent. In
1915, she returned to Canada to enlist in the Army and served in Egypt, Salonika, and was
aboard a hospiltal ship torpedoed In the Mediterranean. Emily retuned 1o Vancouwer and
Se1 up & Massage Clinic at 5t Pauls Hospital. James courbed her through the summer of
1919 and they were married days after James' divorce was finabized in November, Thay
opted for a Military wedding at Christ Church. Erily listed her age as 39 (when in reality
she was 45 and James 42.) Emily became a loving wife and stepmiother.

Through his life in the "Magic City® of Vancouwver James had acquired artifacts
and papers which he deemed worthy to keep in permanent files. His basement became
full of boxes and Emily wanted them out of the house yet in a safe place. The idea of a
Vancouwver City Archives was born and sfowly nursed Into existence. Major Matthews
became the City Archivist, first a5 a volunteer then with & tiny salary, His display areas
mnied from one building to ancther. He refused to retire at 85, o 75, or 80 years. Some city
councils appreciated and sup ported him others did not. The Man Wio Saved Vancouvers

B.C. HISTORY OF NURSIMNG 3OCIETY

on outings lke a day trip to Bowen Island but left all other child rearing to Mawd,

FPhte af Emily as Nursireg Siser in RS
Courtesy af the Kacowrer Archives,
CFA, PORT PI#a2

VO 20 | 1SSUE 3 | OCTORER 2009



fcontinued from previews page)

Histary embraced a wider spectrum of memories
thamn just official records. He was a good speaker and
enthusiastically shared his findings with audiences
im Mative Sans of BC, Pioneers Organization, Kitsilano
Ratepayers, and veteran’s groups.

Major Matthews always said that“withoat
Emily the Archives of Vancouver would have mever
existed” She supported him in every way to achieve
coaperation for those Archives, Emily was wery 1l
through 1948 and passed away Movember 2nd.
Jarmes commissioned and designed o stained glass
memaral window for her. The “Nurse Window®
in Christ Church Cathedral was unveiled by Ruth
Woodward in 1950,

Theauthor of this history researched widely
to follow the lives of the peripatetic Matthew's
family. S5he wvery carafully explains the socickogical
interactions during the early 1900s, "20s and "30s,
She leamned from those who worked with the self
appointed Archivist about his energy, interaction
with outsiders and dogged determination to save
all these gems of history. This story ends not with
Jamaes Matthews death in 1970 but with the actual
erectlon and cpening of the present Archives In
1972, Major Matthews may have saved Vancouvers
history while Daphme Sleigh reconded the life of this
rernarkable citizen,

THE RBC FOUNDATION
DONATES $1 MILLION

5t Paul's Hospital operated a School of Mursing for 67 years until 1974 when nursing education moved to post-secondary
institutions. 51 Paul’s continues o lead as a clinical education centre for the nurses of today and for the future. In 2009, the RBC
Leadership Pragram for Mursing Innowvation was established thanks o a 51-millien donation from the RBC Foundation,

This program has two components, the first one, a mentorship inktiative, enables a dedicated, highly experienced nurse
mentor to provide on-the-spot coaching and support  and the second component calbed the RBC Nursing Education Awards, will
b awrarded annually 10 help nurses continue their education at all stages of thedr careers, The first BBC Nursing Education Awards
were given out on May 11, 2009 10 26 5PH nurses, The call for submissions for 2010 will be early next year.

irformation provided by Leslie Dickson, 55 Paul’s Hospltal Foundation and frarm “Nursing New Dreams; Promise, FailWinter 2009, p.&.
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1] »> Boschma, G, Davidson, L, & Bonifacio, M, (2009), Bertha Harmer's 1922 textbook = The Principles and practice of nursing:
Clinlcal nursing frorm a historical perspective, Joumnal of Clinlcal Mursing, 18, 2684-91

2 == Dunlop, L, Boschma, G, & lefferson, R, (2009), Nursing and anassthesia: Historical developments in Canada, Canadian
Operating Room Nursing Jowrnal, 27(3), 16-27,

3 »>  Hewer, N, Boschrna, G, & Hall, W. {2009}, Elective caesarean section as a transformative technological process: players,
power and context. Jowrnal of Advanced Mursing, 65(8), 1762-1771.

4 == Thome, 5. (2009). ls the story enough? Guest Edivorlal. Qualitative Health Research, 19(3), 11E3-1 185,

5 > Thome, 5, Armstrong, E-A, Harris, 5.8, Hislop, T.G., Kirm-3ing, C, Oglow, V., Oliffe, J.L, & Stajdubar, K1, (2003). Patient Real-
Time and 12-Month Retrospective Perceptions of Diffcult Communications in the Cancer Dlagnostic Perled, Cualitative
Health Research, 19(10), 1383-1394,

ﬁl >>  Thorme, 5. (2009, ldeas and action in a terraiin of complexdty. Mursing Philosophy, 11, 149-151

F >> Tima Bates has an article in print in Nursing History Review, which describes the theoretical and methodological
approaches she wsed in her work on a cultwral history of the nurse's uniform, 1830-1980, “Looking Closely: Visual and
Material Approaches to the Murses Uniform?

»> JOAN DOREE FAITHFULLY SENDS US NEWS 3UCH A RECENT ARTICLE FROM THE CANADIAN NURSE ON ETHEL JOHMS. "Nursing
ploneer honoured. O of nursing’s mast accomplished and admired Figures has been named a National Historic Person of Canada.” A
brief summary of her career is described and included is a photo taken 1932 when she taught a summer course at the Linhversity of

Saskatchewan.

CN, Sept 2009, Vol 105, No 7, p. &.

> |[MTHE 5PRING OF 2007, GLEMNIS ZILM PREPARED A MOMINATION FOR ETHEL JOHNS and submitted it to Parks Canada (Historic
Sites and Monurnents Board) for inclusion in the national listing of “Persons of Mational Historic Significance” This listing contains
names of more than 600 Canadians who have made "outstanding or lasting contributions to Canadian history” However, few of

those listed are women, and only four are nurses. Special thanks to Glennds for preparing this successiul nomination,
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