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HISTORY GROUFP CELEBRATES FIVE YEARS

The Hislory of Mursing Profesional
Practice Girowp held its annual mecting on
Thursday, April 6, 1995 from 9 w0 10:30
AM ai the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Van-
coaver. This marked the Group's fifth
anniversary as a professional practice
group of the Repistered Morses Assoc-
ation of B.C. and represents a successfal
launching of an inlerest group concermed
with promoting and preserving mrsing
history,

The Group's indugural meeting was
im May 1990 one month after RMABLC s
Board approved the idea of a professional
practice growp fir nursing history. A
small group of charier members had
fmmdmﬂylyﬂﬂfmwmgpm

Thirty members and goests atended
the first official apnoal mesting.
Founding member Mora Whyte spoke on
"History of Provincial Public Health
Muorsing i B.C. 1939-1959." showing
wonderful shides of nursing activities
from this period, Margaret Street,
auithor of Warch-fires on the Moinising:
The Life and Writings of Ethel Johns,
now deceased, was present and was elect-
cl ihe Group's honorary  Life
meémber,

Since that time, the Growp has
Ihomored three other nurses in ihis way for
their outstanding efforts in history of
nursing in B.C.. Moaica Frith Greea of

Victoria, former director of public health

pursing with the Provincial Public Health
Service and author of Through the Years
with Prublc Health Nursing; Esther Paul-
gon, former director of oursing @
Pearson  Hospital and Senior  Mursing
Consultani for the B.C. Division of TB
Control; and, this year, Mary Rich-
mond, professor emerita of nursing,
University of Wictoria, former chair of
RNABC's history advisory commities,
and a founding member.

The Group®s objectives ane:

* in provide a forum for those imMeresiad
in history of nursing mn B.C. o exchange
ideas and information;

* o stimulste interest in history of
pursing in B.C_;

* o promote study of and research into
B.C, history of nursing;

* o assist in preservation of Bistonical
mursing materials;

* (o encourage beaching of history of
nursing in educational programs,

* o furiber objectives of RNABC l:r:r
gimulating professional activities  and
interests  of members, promoting
awareness of problems and needs, and
interpreting policies and thinking of the
Association, especially i the zrea of
history of nursing.

This Special Edition of Hisory of
Mursing News highlights the CGroup goals,
ohjectives, and activities. As well, it may
spark your interest in joining the Group
of tn assisting it o promote history of
nursing activities in the province.
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| A special aml outstanding progect ol
the History of Huming Ciroup 15 the
Memaorial Nursing Porirai Collection

| This umque fumd-raisang project provides
a wpecial Wiy i trbodes fo e offered (o
fricnds o family members while poo

| viding a way w0 inform others ahow

Special Fund-
Raising Project

| mursing history

| The brainchild of charter member

Sherla Lerr, this collecbon has grown
| since Ws imcepion three years ago and
provides a wondertul display that can be
taken 10 hospetals, agencies, and public
evenis. Most recently the display was in
Victoria as a specml feniure

ol the Roval B.C. Museum's
Tribule o Women's History
There ot abracted musch ul-
iention o the contributions of
murses o history and history -
in-the-making

The display has also heen
uwsed as pari of a program for
teaching history of nursing ai
sehools of nursing o ghout
the privince.

A “memirial portrain” fos
ithe collechon comsasls of: a
small, framed posrain of the
imdiwidual Bemng Bonored; an
i.ntiwimllly desagned, hand
crafied, minksture doll rep
resenting a figure from nurs
| img Ristory; amd an inscrbe
plague with the mndsvidiel’s
name. A illistraied display
ook sccixmpanies the collect-
inn, providing background in
formation on the honored ind-
ividhaal @nd the nursing figure
represented by the dill

MEMORIAL NURSING PORTRAIT COLLECTION

In sddismn i providing a vl amd
lasting trebaite 0 & Fricad of family mem
her, the collecisen rases miiney for the
History of Mursing Scholarship Fumd
Sponsors of & portrail make o tax-free
clartahle &mation of 5500 w the fund

1he !i-uhll.a.r:q.hlp Fund & snder a sep
arale charitable foundation W suppon
education in history of nursing., bt is
admimserad by the History Growp, An
muzl imierest from the fumd is carmarked
for bairsanes and scholarships for narsing
dvudents or nurses o aducational

programs who onderake & By of
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Pape 3
neifsing prasject as pan of the course. The
first award o awards (approximately CAHN
500 will be odfensd m (=l 1995 o
spring | 9946,
A purtrusi can be sponsored by an
mndivedual, a family, or @ Corparation, ACHN
The gpomsor provides the photograph and
sclects the nursing figure and costume
ibesipn for the historscal dodl, INTERMATHINAL
= HISTORY OF NURSING
Amung the memonal ponraits in the CONFERENCHE o
collection are: .
* a Salvation Army Nurse doll honosing 1::::«:4"5. ;9{??

the memory of James William Rankin
{ 1910- 1992,

*  Mursing Sider, World War |l doll
honoring Helea K. Muazsallem, former
executive director of the Canadizn Marses
Associalion, and

= an Emi Pattersim doll bomring
Emily Susan Patierson (| 873- 1909, the
first nurse in the Vancouver ares.

Memaial Morsing Portrait Collection,
please get in louch with Sheila Zemr,
Charr Portran Commities, 5333 Uplands
Drive, Delia, B.C. VM 203 or Phone
Q43-MI2 or with Ethel Warhinek,
History Giroap President (5318-5066), o
with any member of the HoN Executive,

MEMBERSHIP CONMECTIONS

The Mistory Group has about 80
memhers, most of them in the Vancouver
o Victoria arcas, where there are regular
mectings, wsudlly with geest speakers on
history of nursing topics, As well, there
are members throughout the province and
across Canads whise main conmection i3
throwgh the four negular newsleters (8 (o
I pages) & year. Most members work on
individual hisdory projects, but appreciate
the wietwark volvemseni

CAHM/ACHN I0th Annual Mecting

Meeting prior 10 the  Inicrmatinnal
Congress of Marses (ICN) Meeting beng
held June 15720, 1997 in Vancouwwer

Joan Cansdian murses in cooperation with
the British Columbis History Groug o;

* amemnd intermational sessins, pancls,
papers on narsing history and historical
research

* meel al higoric 51 Paul's Hospital

= powf Vancouver s nursing histonical sibes
* take 3 guided tour by beawtifal Victoria

Call for Abstracis Sprimg 1995
Regisiration Information Spring 1996
Shetla J. Rankin Zevr
Chair, Ploaming Comminees

5347 Uplands Drive
Delia. B.C. VéM 2G3
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Join Us!

T

SPECIAL NISTORY GROUF PROJECTS

Oral Hisiory

Ongins of & special Regisiered Nur-
s Assocuation of B.C. inlerest group o
committes For nursing history go back o
the Association's 75th Anniversary in
1987, Freelance writer and narse Mary
Micod was hired to hesd a special “Oral
History” project. She purchased recorders
and tapes &l formed & commitiee o in-
terview B.C. nurses. When RNABC dis-
continued funding for the project, lbe
commitiee became part of the History of
Mursing Growp, which comtinues o fund
from three io 10 new tapes a year, Ahout
125 oral history tapes are pow available

of interviewing for oral history purposes.
Tapes are copied omo mister disks for
storage and copies are then entered in the
RMABC s Helen Randsl Library collect-
ion. Tapes are catalogued and cross-
referenced so information is more easily
available o researchers and historians

Biographical Files

The History Group has undertaken o
provide hiographical profiles and photo-
graphis of well-known B.C. purses i be
used for rescarch purposes in the RNABC
Library. The project is intended to help
on purses from one central source, The
Biographical Committes designed forms,
obtains information and photos, with
consent forms and other releases, and
arranges for collection of the information.
These files belp historical researchers
obtain data as bhirth dates, daes of
graduation, employment records, and so
on. The fikes now are being coordinated
wiith the Oral History interviews,

Ia Memoriam Books

The History of Nursing Group has
bheen the research arm for information on
B.C. msminations for the Memoral Book
of the Canadizn MNurses Association,
Cimoup members write the profiles om
B.C. nurscs whose contributions o the
maisnal purEng sceme were signilicand
during their lifetimes and submit these for
nomination o CNA by RNABC's Board.
In 1994, ai the urging of the Hisory
Group, RNABC decides to setwpa B.C.
Memorial Book 10 recognize nurses who
made significant contributions on the
heen asked 1o defermme the criteria and
develop a list of names. Onee these have
been established, work will begin on the
waripus profiles for the B.C. book,

Membership Informarion

If you would be imterested in joining
s, pleage pel in toech with any member
of the executive. Full (voting) Members
must be paid-up practicing or noa-pract-
icing members of RNABC. Noo-nurses
may join ai Affiliate Members, Student
Members must he enfolled @n a nursing
education  program of he Regsiered
Murses enrolled in @ gradusate program.

Dues for 1995 are: Full and Affiliate
$20; Students 35. Membership year is
Janwary | io December 31. Send oame,
address (inchading postal code), telephone
number, and RNABC registration numbser
or name of the edocational program,
Make cheques to “History of Mursing
Group® z2nd semd to: Ethel Warbinek,
President History Group, 2448 - 1241k
St., Surrey, B.C. V4A 3IN2




