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From the President's Pen

I am wrting this on
November 12 and reflecting on
the Memorial Day ceremony |
attended yesterday at the Uni-
versity of Bntish Columbia
Memorial Gym. I had the privi-
lege of speaking to the audi-
ence about the proud history of
Canada's military nurses, The
pageantry of the red-coated
Royal Canadian Mounted Po-
lice, the Scottish piper, the
academic regalia and the veter-
ans with their chests of medals

blanched. Many others said
how they did not realize the
special role that nurses played
and they were happy to hear
about the nurse memonals,

Our  History  Group
launched the display case in the
RNABC Board Room on Octo-
ber 16 with the Executive Com-
mittee, Pat Cutshall, Rob Cal-
nan, senior RMABC staff and
some history group members
in attendance. Short speeches,
laughter, champagne and pho-
tographs marked the occasion.

the ceremomny.

Archives Committes changed

Following my talk,
several velerans came o me to
share their memonies of nursing
sisters during World War IL
One said that he was chosen to
teach the nurses how to march
and to salute and that they
learmed well. Another said he
had been in Basingstoke Hospi-
tal in August of 1944 and had
been one of the first to receive
pmicﬂhﬁl-Dnesaiﬁlhalhehn&
had to fly nurses on air evacua-
tion missions and that no matter
how rough the terrain or bumpy

the nde, the nmurses never

the display to recognize
Canada's military nurses. Many
thanks to the Anchives Commuit-
tee for their hard work, imagi-
nation and dedication.
(Editor's note: See photo-
graph in  Nursing B.C,
November-December  issue,

page 25.)
On October 31 a pro-

gram meeting was hosted by
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Kelly Ablog-Morrant, nurse educator for the
B.C. Lung Association, and took place at
their heritage building on Oak Street. Ethel
Warbinek lead a panel of Esther Paulson and
Joan Doree who spoke vividly of their expe-
riences in tuberculosis nursing. It was a stim-
ulating presentation in 8 wonderful setting.
Thanks to Ning Rumen our capable orga-
nizer. Watch for a detaled write-up in
the next issue of the newsletter.

The Leader's Conference (Chapter and
PPG Presidents) and the Board meeting are
coming up on November 20 and 21. The
History Group will be preparing two display
boards and providing information on the His-
tory Group and the plans for an archives by
the year 2012.

Thank you all for the great support
you have provided. All the Executive values
your participation 50 very much and from all
of us best wishes for a very Merry Christmas
and for bealth and happiness in the MNew

Year.
Helen Share, Presidens

A Trip To Remember

Restoration of a tiny interdenomina-
tional church nestled among the massive new
towers of the Greater Victoria Hospital site
is the ambitious goal of the Royal Jubilee
Hospital (RJH) School of Nursing Alumnae
Association. The Association hosted an ex-
hilarating visit for 10 members of the History
of Nursing Group to the restoration site on
September 30, 1998, The tour was part of the
Group's day-long visit to RJH, which now is
the main site of the reorganized Greater Vic-
toria Hospitals. The day also included lunch
in the hospital's new cafeteria and a display
of artifacts and tour of the RJH Archives

situated in Begbie Hall, the old RIH
School of Nursing building (opened in
1930).

Pemberton Memorial Chapel

Barbara Owen, president of the
RJH Alumnae, led the tour of the tiny
Pemberton Memorial Chapel. The chapel,
which was built in 1909 by the Pember-
ton family, served as a tiny oasis of peace
in the midst of the bustling hospital until
just a few years ago when the structures
joining it to the mam building were dis-
mantled. The tiny church had a long asso-
ciation with the RJH Nursing School until
the School closed in 1982, and many of
its graduates were married there.

Darrell Campbell, of Paul Memck
Architects, who is in charges of the plans,
described the scope of the project for the
HoN Group and, during lunch, displayed
architectural drawings and models. The
walls and supports of the well-built brick
structure need to be restored and rein-
forced to meet modern building codes. As
well, the Association plans to convert the
basement into a properly designed
archives and museéum to preserve, pro-
tect, and display nursing archival materi-
als. Cost for the project is estimated at
$485,000 and the RJH Alumnae have
already raised 391,000,

Mrs. Owen said the ultimate goal is
to see completion of the project by May
2001. At the time, 110 years from the
opening of the School in 1891, the RJH
Alumnae plans the last scheduled reunion
of its Alumnae.

The tiny church, which would seat
about 100 people, has lovely stained
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large, beautiful, round stained glass win-
dows at each end, called "rose windows.”
As well, the hospital has ensured that an
exceptionally beautiful stained glass hon-
oring nurses, from one of the previously
demolished buildings, will be used in the
glass hallway that will link the chapel with
one of the main buildings. The restored
chapel will be open to staff and patients
and families, as well as used by the RTH
Alumnae archives. '

Beghie Hall

Following lunch, the Group mem-
bers wisited the current RJH archives
rooms, which are located in Begbie Hall.
This well-preserved, historic nurses’ resi-
dence has recently been designated an
historic site by the Histone Sites and Mon-
uments Board of Canada. Sheila Zerr,
executive member of the B.C. HoN Group
and a graduate of RJH, had been instru-
mental in promoting Begbie Hall as one of
five special sites recently recogmized by
the Board.

Because of its special designation,
the former nurses' residence will be pro-
tected and preserved. The building is in
farrly good condition and 15 used by the
Hospital administration for various func-
tions. A special plague will be presented
by the Board and assistance given for its
preservation and use.

The Vancouver wisitors also ob-
served a special display of RJH artifacts
and records set out for this visit. The RJH
Alumnae has a well organized collection
and members of the Alumnae under

Archives Chair Betty Chater are currently
cataloguing all the School's records.

A Special Day

The special visit was organized by
RJH Alumnae president Barbara Chwen
and HoN member Kari Moore of Victona
and Sheila Zerr. An executive meeting
was held on the ferry going to Victonia and
the nine Vancouver members also had
time on the ferry rides to work on several
other projects. Included among the Van-
couver members making the visit was new
member Elsie MacDonald, who for many
years nurséd in Canada's north.

Swbmitied by Glennis Zilm

Canadian Association For The His-
tory Of Nursing Conference

The 1998 Canadian Association for
the History of Mursing (CAHN) meeting
established an histonical precedence.
CAHN met in conjunction with the Cana-
dian Society for the History of Medicine at
the Congress of the Social Sciences and
Humanities (Learmeds), University of Ot-
tawa, May 29-31 1998. Nursing and
Medical history papers were shared fol-
lowed by joint discussions around our var-
1ous research approaches.

Twao of the papers provide an exam-
ple of the different research focus, Bob
Jackson (University of Oftawa) presented

"What's the Best W Classify Ski

Diseases: A Historical Perspective” fol-
lowed by Judith Young (retired University
of Toronto) "Lefiers from the Westem
Frontier 1900-1920:Women's Child Bear-
ing and Child Rearing Experience”. The
quality of the nursing historical research
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stood proud as was evident when Joyce
MacChueen (retired Laurentian University)
presented her paper "Treating Venereal Dis-
cases in an Ontario Mining Center 1932-
1244°,

The conference keynote by Susan Re-
verb “Whose Clinical Tral? The Public
Health Service, Tuskeegee and Nurse
Rivers’ Dilemma™ was the conference out-
standing feature, Reverby's resecarch sug-
pests murse Rivers was the critical go-
between between black men and the United
States Public Service venereal disease re-
search project. She cared for the men and
she worked against all odds to advocate for
them. This paper will be published in the
MNursing History Review in the fall. Don't
miss it. Once the paper is published the
B.C. history group should plan a program to
review this work. It would be interesting to
rent the film "Miss Ever's Boys" and com-
pare Riverby's histoncal interpretation with
the Hollywood version.

Another standout paper was given by
Kathryn McPherson (York University)
"Working With Whiteness: Canadian

Nurses and Racial Identity ]1920-1940",
She explored the image of "whiteness® in
nursing: for example, the selection of nurs-
ing students, nursing staff and uniform im-
age. You can imagine how much | enjoyed
this paper, My wildest dream would be to

do Ph.D studies with Kathryn at York and |

pursue the significance of nursing costumes.

Socializing was limited to the events
planned for the Leameds conference. |
enjoyed the publisher's exhibits with compa-
nies, books and multimedia materials from
around the world. The historical offerings

were mind boggling. The Canadian Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons enter-
tained our group one aftemoon. The
former Monastery of the Precious Blood
is their quarters and archives, a classic
ovated to house the college offices, li-
brary and archives. The papers were
delivered in the former chapel. As |
looked up to the magnificent stained glass
windows [ could feel the spirits of the
cloistered, praying nuns.

My best moment came when 12 or
s0 nurses, physicians and spouses shared
pizza at one of my University of Ottawa
haunts. We enjoyed the best pizza in
town while we picked Susam Reverby
{and other's) brains about historical inter-
£5ls,

Finally, the moment of triumph
when I handed over $5400 of conference
profits to the CAHN executive at the
Annual General Meeting. Helen Niskala
was there to share our pride as members
of the B.C. History Group. It is on to

Alberta next yvear.
Subwitted by Sheila Zerr
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Book Heviews

Thuillier, Daphne: A CENTURY OF CARING:
The Story of Vermon Jubilee Hospital and of
Men and Women Who Have Made iz History,
1297, Fernon Jubilpe Hospital, Vernor, BC

Residents of B.C.'s Okanagan Val-
ley, and of Vernon in particular will
doubt appreciate this detaled and thor-
oughly researched historical overview of
Vemon Jubilee Hospital (VIH) and its
one hundred years of caring. The author, a
former VJH board member, has put fo-
gether a compendium of the involved his-
torical figures (close to 650 individuals are
listed in the index) and of the issues which
shaped iz growth.

The histornical informaton is laid
out in decades, one to each chapter, and is
enhanced by numerous black and white
photos and sewveral appendices. The
amount of material is impressive and the
writer keeps your interest.

Various issues are described in
depth in each decade, ranging from the
earlhiest financial comcerns, which con-
tinue, to the prochoice, pro-life disagree-
ments of the eighties, which also continue,
Murses and nursing issues are well repre-
sented throughout the book. The "Traming
School®, which commenced in 1902 and
closed in 1931, in particular, has an oral
history, pictures and memorabilia to catch
our imagination. Interestingly, the almost
twenty-five years of clmical experence at
\fJ]-ImJ-u-yrndh}ruuUnstmnamgshﬂetds
as part of their oursing education, and
which is ongoing today, is not mentioned.
However, it 15 fair to say that an enormous

amount of wide-ranging information is in-
cluded in a very readable fashion.

One critical question is raised to do
with the index and its usefulness when
searching for certain matenal, for example,
the original training school, and its nursing
education program, or for the duties of
graduate staff who provided early nursing
care, Issues and topics are not listed in the
index; only proper names are incleded. This
necessitates searching page by page for
specific material, which when found proves
to be of great interest.

For those involved in the VJH cen-
tury of caring, the book should prove of
keen interest, and is an important historical
document for the city of Vernon.

Submied by Jill Thompson

Edwards-Rees, Desree: THE STORY OF
NURSING. 1968, Constable Foung Books Lid
London.

Tucked away in the far reaches of the
Fraser Valley Regional Library system is a
small gem of a book (92 pages) titled "The
Story of Nursing” by an English educator
and historian, Desiree Edwards-Rees. Pub-
lished in London in 1965, this short work in
the first four of its eight chapters provides a
fascinating and efficient overview of the
times, events and people who influenced the
how and why of nursing's earliest history as
an emerging profession.

Although primanly descnptive of
western European civilization, it does touch
upon Egypt, Mesopotamia, Crete, India,
China, Japan and the Americas regarding
the evolution of nursing care.

i
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In addition, in order to provide con-
text, the emergence of medicine and med:-
cal care, and of hospitals, s highlighted to
better explain the presence of nurses and
nursing care - or their absence!

The author provides cameos of
nursing’s favorite historical figures from
Fabiola, Paula, 55 Margaret of Scotland,
St. Elizabeth of Hungary, the Poor Clares
and the Beguines (to name only a few) all
the way to Elizabeth Fry, Dorothea Dix
and Jearne Mance.

The influence of Florence Nightin-
gale occupies two chapters and is interest-
ing to read in light of more current cn-
tiques of this fascinating individual - it
stands up well. It's all there - the character,
beliefs, vision, the family and colleagues,
even pets of Nightingale - all noted. And
ymﬁigﬁrmgdasnppﬂﬂhﬂnﬁnﬂﬂe reg-
istration and to germ theory is not ne-
glected but is bnefly described.

The shaping of professional nursing
in the UK. is the theme of the end chap-
ters that mainly feature public health and
visiting nursing. Finally, the W.H.O., the
International Red Cross, the LCMN., St
InMAml:ulm:cBrigndcmd other devel-
opments up to the Second World War are
discussed in the concluding chapter. The
bibliography lists the classic, expected and
familiar authors.

For students or graduates interested
in nursing history, this small book neatly
encapsulates its development and there-
fore sheds light on part of Canada's own
historical nursing origins, at least those
rooted in western / European background.

Submined By Jill Thompson

— e — k.

Warbinek, Ethel and Fitzpatrick, Beth
RICHMOMND-DELTA CHAFTER  HIS-
TORY 1967-1997 THIRTY YEARS OF
PROFESSIOMAL GROWTH. o897
Richmond-Delta Chaprer, Richmond, B.C.

The Richmond-Delta
Chapter of the Regstered Nurses
Association of Bntish Columbia
(RNABC) has been nchly blessed
with a colorful history guided by the
many talented registered nurses living
and working in the area. To com-
memorate the first thirty years, Ethel
Warbinek and Beth Fitzpatrick, both
active Chapter members, volunteered
their time and expertise to record the
history using a wvanety of sources
such as Chapler and RNABC archives
and RNABC publications.

The book is logically organized
so that the reader can become
familiar with the history of Rich-
mond, Delta, and Ladner before
leaming of the development of the
health services. The bref history of
the RNABC provides the background
from which the Chapter evolved. Of
particular interest is the record of the
early nursing leaders who played such
a pivotal role in the development of
the Chapter.

The steps taken to create the
Chapter in 1967 as the Gulf of
Georgia, later Richmond-Delta, re-
flects this group’s creative spint.
Guided by the dedicated leaders, the
members have represented the con-
cerns of nurses in a  wvanety of

settings by organizing and delivenng




thoughtful presentations. Also descnbed
is the wvast amay of edecational
offerings and the recognition awards
presented at the Chapter and provincial
levels, The Chapter’s visibility in the
region is descmbed in the section
noting the Mursing Week activities, the
community education events, and the
creation of bursaries for secondary
school students entering nursing pro-
grams.

As the umified woice of the
2,500 nurses in the Richmond-Delta
area, the Chapter has a mnich history to
draw upon to face the many challenges
ahead. What a unique record, complete
with pictures and momentos, these
authors have provided to the nurses of
the future!

Submitted by Kathy Murphy

Historic Photograph Donated to
RNABC

A framed photograph of histori-
cal interest to the RNABC has been
donated by Esther Poulson on behalf
of the History of Mursing Professional
Practice Group.

The event is the dinner at the
then “new™ Georgia Hotel in Vancou-
ver, B.C. in May of 1937 to commem-
orate the 25th Anniversary of the
RNABC formed in 1912,

(Grace Fairley, President and
Helen Randal are standing with imvited
guests from the B.C. Medical Associa-
tion and registered nurse members
prominent in that era. They are
identified by name on the panel below

.....

the photograph as are registered nurses
seated at tables in the foreground.

The Georgia Hotel, now 60
yvears later is being restored to ils
original splendor.

The Editor's Greetings.....

It's not too late to order
History of Nursing note cards. They
make wonderful Christmas gifts and
stocking stuffers! And there are still a
few limited Edition prints by Jo Scotf
B. available for that special person on
your Christmas list. (Please see the

enclosed order form for ordering infor-
mation and prices.)

The 1999 Membership List, pre-
pared by Jill Thompson, is incloded in
this mailing. Please welcome two new
members and add therr addresses to
your brochure:

C. Elsie MacDomald
J775 MeSpadden Ave.,
Fancowver, B.C. V3N 1LY
B04-255-5197
Carla Paterson
13080 &8 Ave,
Surrey, B.C. FIW9B]
G04-500-15 16

The winter newsletter (due out
in January, 1999) will have more book
reviews, a listing of interesting web
gites, and a photo page of highlights
from the Vietoria trip and more. Untl
then, I'm wishing you an Old-
Fashioned Holiday Season and a

339
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MARK YOUR CﬁLENDAREr!mr

February 6, 1999 Ethel Johns Research Day, 5t Paul's Hospital, Vancouver, B.C.

June 18-20, 1999 Canadian Association for the History of MNursing 12th Annual
Conference, Edmonton, Alberia

HISTORY OF NURSING FROFESSIONAL PRACTICE
GROUF OF THE REGISTERED NURSES ASSOCIATION
OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

The History of Nursing Professional Practice Group pro-
vides & forum for those interested in the history of mursing to
exchange ideas and information. The Group, formed in 1990,
sirives to stimulate interest in kistory of nursing and promotes study
of and research into history of oursing in  Brtish Columbis. The
Group also encourages the teaching of nursing history in educational
programs and can assist in the presenvation of historical nursing
materials.

Membership categories are honorary, full, affiliate and
student, [If you would be nterested in joindng us, please get in
touch with amy member of the executive. Full [voting) Members
must be pakd-up practicing of noo-praciicing members of
BMABC, MWon-merses may join s Affiliate Members Student
Members must be enrolled ina nursing education program or be
Registered Murses enrclled ina graduste program

Mhlﬂﬂwfﬂuﬂ.ﬂﬂiﬁi:!ﬂ-ﬁhﬂuﬂnl!
Membership year is Jamusry | to December 31, Send name,
address, telephone mumber, and EMNABC registration number or
name of the educational program. Make checks to “History of
Mursing Group™ and send to: Don Ransom, Treasurer, #107-
9310 King George Highway, Sumey, B.C. V3V 5W3

THE HISTORY GROUFS NEWSLETTER
T Himory of Mergng Mews is published irregulerty four times 3 year by the Himory
of Mursing Profpsiosal Practice Group of the Regicered Muorses Associstion of
British Columbia. Unsolicied maieris] s welcome, bui the Ediior reserves the right 10
shorten, peject, or edit  materials in conmbiation with the sothoris). APA  syie
Edsior Beth Fioparick, Box 444, Brackendale, B.C. VON 1HO

prefermd
16048083044
E-mail address: [fispat@mountatm-imier. met
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